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he was now himself on the point of travelling in the East,
furnished him with letters of introduction to several officials
of high standing in the regions he was planning to visit,
as well as with advice in connection with eastern travel.

A happy and amusing expedition with Millais took place
in the May of this year. The two decided to go to the
Epsom races, and Millais' account of their doings shows
that they were still boys together. He writes in a letter to
Charles Collins : " After coffee we spoke of the morrow's
dust we should have to encounter, when it struck me that if
we could obtain countrymen's white smockfrocks we could
wear them there, defying the dust, and put on our swell
coats, unsullied, on arriving at the course.

" To procure these agricultural robes, measures were
immediately put into execution. The maidservant, who
was also going to the races in a van, undertook to get them
before we were up, which promise she fulfilled.

" In case Hunt should have difficulty in finding his way
from Wimbledon across the fields, I walked there just in
time to meet his train. From this he emerged much
depressed in body and spirit, having, in fear of missing the
hour, carefully avoided sleep.

" We started in our ploughmen attire at about twelve
o'clock. . . . Our costumes excited much jocularity of a
most depressing order, such as enquiries as to price of
turnips and milk, etc. On arrival we exchanged the rustic
for the ordinary garment, and were recognised by many
friends."1

We are not told of Hunt's opinion of this popular annual
amusement, but Millais came to the conclusion that the
crowds attended " principally for the sake of gorging them-
selves with pigeon pie and lobster salad," an aspect of the

i The Life ofj. E. Millais, by his son, Vol. I, Ch. VI.